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Senate Committee on Indian Affairs releases
Views & Estimates letter on FY 2008 Budget

On March 1%, the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs (SCIA) submitted its “Views and
Estimates” letter on FY 2008 funding for Indian programs to the Senate Budget Committee.

The Views and Estimates letter sets forth the SCIA’s funding recommendations for consideration
by the Budget Committee in developing the annual budget resolution. In preparation for its
letter, the SCIA conducted an oversight hearing on February 15, 2007 and solicited written
testimony from Tribes and Tribal Organizations. Highlights addressing Indian health issues
include:

e SCIA requests the Budget Committee include sufficient funding in the 302(b) allocations
to cover costs associated with funding programs under the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act (p. 2);

e Discussion on Indian health disparities (p. 4);

e The Committee addresses six general comments (p. 6) of which, four directly deal with
health care issues in Indian Country:

- Passage of the IHCIA

- Infrastructure development and facilities construction

- Contract Health Service (CHS) funding

- Funding for mandatory costs (inflation, population growth, pay cost increases) for
IHS and BIA programs

The Committee’s recommends that sufficient funding in the budget resolution be included to
address the $1 billion in health facilities construction and $482 million backlog in maintenance
and improvement (M&I) projects. While Northwest Tribes are supportive of M&I funding, they
do not support facilities construction given the inequities in the allocation funding for
construction projects.

The Committee does a commendable job of requesting funding for the CHS program stating that
estimates indicate a need of at least $301 million in additional funding. The SCIA requests an
additional $51 million for CHS over the President’s request for a total increase of $100
million over the FY 2007 continuing resolution. The SCIA relied on a report issued by the
NPAIHB (see Policy Brief No. 15: CHS Program-An Assessment of Unmet Need, August 18,
2006) for its recommendation on additional funding for the CHS program.



The SCIA makes a strong case for funding mandatory costs of pay act increases, inflation,
population growth, and staffing for new facilities. The Committee recommends $273.8 million
to cover these costs.

It also requests additional funding to restore the Urban Indian program and restore funding that
has been eroded from the IHS base budget to maintain current services for “outyears” (see p. 11).

In addition to the IHCIA, the SCIA makes recommendations on reauthorizing the Special

Diabetes Program for Indians. The Committee recommends that this very important program be
reauthorized at $200 million for FY 2009-2014.

IHS Budget Highlights:

e SCIA supports $273.8 million to fund current services (pay costs, inflation, population
growth, staffing at new facilities).

e Committee supports $126 million to restore FY 2007 funding base from the level of the
President’s request to the level of the FY 2007 Continuing Resolution.

e SCIA requests that the Urban Indian health program be restored to the FY 2006 enacted
level or at $36 million and that additional funding be provided to do so; no offset of
current program funds.

e The committee recommends that additional funding be provided to address the
“continuing backlog of critically needed health care facilities” and that it is concerned
about the continued one year pause in facilities construction from FY 2006.

A copy of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs” Views and Estimates letter is attached for
your review.

NPAIHB Policy Brief is a publication of the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board, 527 S.W. Hall, Suite 300,
Portland, OR 97140. For more information visit www.npaihb.org or contact Jim Roberts, Policy Analyst, at (503) 228-
4185 or by email jroberts@npaihb.org.
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